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1:6: How do we know that air space ten handbreadths above the 
ground constitutes a different domain [from the ground]? R. Abbahu in 
the name of R. Simeon b. Laqish: ““There I will meet with you, and 
from above the mercy seat, from between the two cherubim that are 
upon the ark of the testimony, I will speak with you of all that I will 
give you in commandment for the people of Israel’ (Ex. 25:22). “And 
it is written, ‘Thus you shall say to the people of Israel: You have seen 
for yourselves that I have talked with you from heaven’ (Ex. 20:22). 
“Just as ‘speaking’ stated elsewhere refers to a distinct domain [that is, 
heaven is distinct from earth], so ‘speaking’ stated here refers to a 
distinct domain.” 


1:7: It has been taught: Rabbi says, “A sukkah must be four cubits by 
four cubits, even though it does not have four walls” [cf. T. Suk. 2:2F]. 
R. Simeon says, “It must have four walls, even though it is not four 
cubits square.” R. Judah says, “It must be four cubits square, or it must 
have four walls.” And so does R. Judah declare the sukkah liable to 
have a mezuzah, even though it is not four cubits by four cubits [in 
area] or does not have four walls. 


1:8: Hiyya in the name of R. Yohanan: “If two walls are four by four 
handbreadths and the third is even a handbreadth, the sukkah is valid.” 
R. Hoshaiah raised the following question: “If one placed the wall the 
size of a handbreadth in between, [but not in contact with, either of the 
valid walls,] what is the law?” He then reverted and asked, “As to the 
two walls of four handbreadths which one placed in the middle [not in 
contact with one another], what is the law?” 


1:9: R. Simeon b. Laqish said in the name of R. Judah b. Haninah, “If 
one inserted four reeds into the four corners of a vineyard and tied a 
thread above [the reeds, from one to another], it affords protection as a 
braid, [that is, it forms a partition with regard to mixed seeds, and it is 
therefore permitted to sow seed near the vineyard, as if the vineyard 
were separated from the seed by a wall]. [This braided partition 
suffices for such a purpose.]” [Such a construction would not serve as 
a gateway to link an alleyway, however, and hence, rejecting this 
view,] said R. Yohanan, “As is the rule governing partitions for the 
purposes of the Sabbath, so is the rule defining a suitable partition in 
the case of mixed seeds in a vineyard.” 


1:10: [With reference to M. Kil. 4:4: If the space between the reeds of 
a reed partition was less than three handbreadths, which would suffice 
for a head to enter, it is deemed a valid partition. I a fence was 

breached for a space of ten cubits, such may be deemed an entrance. If 


